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services to the British Indians in South Africa, he will add yet another
measure, if he will earnestly take up the question in the Orange River
Colony, though it does not actively interfere with the British Indians at
present. We do not despair of a time when a fair proportion of Indians
will be allowed to settle in that Colony; and for that matter, even in the
present day, there are probably no fewer than 200 Indians earning their
livelihood in one or other of the towns in the Orange River Colony. We
feel that even they, handful as they are, require protection from the studied
degradation to which they are subjected by the laws of the State.

From a purely Imperial standpoint we may even go further, and
ask whether it is politic or right that the natives of -the soil should be
harassed by unnecessary restrictions. Under British rule, no community
is allowed to remain stagnant and unprogressive. The Natives are being
gradually educated. It would be a mistake to suppose that they have
no feelings or that they do not smart under a curtailment of their natural
liberty. We arc not exaggerating when we compare regulations for the
control of Locations in the Orange River Colony with those for the control
of prisoners in a well-ordered jail. If the inmates of the Orange River
Colony Locations have a little greater liberty, it is only a question of degree
but not of kind. The monster petition from the Natives in the Transvaal
shews that they are awakening to a sense of their rights under the British
flag. True statesmanship W6uld consist in anticipating and providing
for their reasonable wants. In the Orange River Colony, the Native is
evidently not credited with having any feeling.
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346. TAMIL IN LONDON UNIVERSITY
We have received a letter from Ceylon requesting us to arrange a
meeting for the promotion of a memorial to the Registrar of London
University, praying that Tamil may be accepted as an optional language
in the curriculum of that University for the matriculation and other exami-
nations in arts. We invite the attention of the Tamil-educated Indians
to the matter which, in our opinion, deserves every encouragement.
There should be no difficulty about their holding a meeting and adopting
a simple memorial to the External Registrar of the University of London.
Tamil immigrants in other parts of the wotld have already sent in their
representations, and we do not see why the same thing should not be done
by those in South Africa. Tamil is one of the greatest of the Dravidian
languages and has a vast literature. It is supposed to be the Italian of
India, and is in every way a language fit to be adopted by London
University as an optional subject. London University is recognised
to be the most liberal institution in the world, and seeing that Tamil
is spoken by millions of the subjects of the King-Emperor, the University